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I N T R O D U C T I O N

On the 22nd of APRIL 2021, Gender

Tech initiative-Uganda with support

from the Digital Human Rights Lab

commemorated the Girls in ICT Day

event which was held at the innovation

village in Gulu district.

 This day is celebrated yearly to

highlight the need to promote

technology career opportunities for

girls and women in the world’s fastest

growing sector.

The event was opened by Bernard

Loum the program director of CEED-

Uganda, an organisation that empowers

young people to become positive

change agents in their communities.

In his opening speech he said

Technology is here to stay because its

evolving each and every day, and the

Girls in ICT Day is a reminder that we

need to find ways to equip girls and

young women with the skills they need

to become ICT professionals. He

encouraged the girls to pass-by CEED

offices during holidays as they have an

online ICT mentorship program with the

students of Concordia which the girls

can benefit from.

During this event, we invited 20 young school girls from primary and secondary

level. We choose this group because we believe they are still young and undecided

on what career options to pursue, and it would be very easy for us to mentor and

encourage them into considering a career in ICT.

https://digitalhumanrightslab.org/
http://ceed.ug/about-us
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“I am now going to take over our

computer lab, because what a boy

can do, a girl can do better” Adyero, a

p6 Student of holy rosary school.

T h e  g i r l s  w e r e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  s u c h  a n  e v e n t  b e c a u s e
m o s t  o f  t h e m  h a d  n o t  b e e n  i n  s u c h  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t .

A d y e r o ,  a  p 6  s t u d e n t  o f  h o l y  r o s a r y  s c h o o l  s a y s  s h e  l o v e s  s c i e n c e  a s
a  s u b j e c t  b u t  a l w a y s  f e l t  n e r v o u s  w h e n  a s k e d  t o  t u r n  o n  t h e  p o w e r
b u t t o n  o f  a  c o m p u t e r  b e c a u s e  s h e  t h o u g h t  i t  w a s  a  b o y ’ s  j o b  t o  d o .
“ I  a m  n o w  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  o v e r  o u r  c o m p u t e r  l a b ,  b e c a u s e  w h a t  a  b o y
c a n  d o ,  a  g i r l  c a n  d o  b e t t e r ”  A d y e r o  s a y s  p a s s i o n a t e l y .

W e  a l s o  h a d  2  r o l e  w o m e n  m o d e l  w h o  h a v e  e x c e l l e d  i n  t h e  T e c h
w o r l d .  M s .  I m m a c u l a t e  i s  a  L e c t u r e r  a t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m p u t e r
s c i e n c e  a t  G u l u  U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  s h e  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  g i r l s  t o  “ G o  f o r
i t ” .  
“ A l w a y s  h a v e  a  g o - g e t t e r  a t t i t u d e ,  g e t  u p ,  d u s t  y o u r s e l f  a n d  g o t  f o r
i t ,  b e c a u s e  t h i s  c e n t u r y  a n d  i n d u s t r y  i s  n o t  f o r  t h e  f a i n t  h e a r t e d ”
I m m a c u l a t e  s a y s .

A m o n g  o t h e r  t a l k i n g  p o i n t s ,  s h e  a l s o  u r g e d  t h e  g i r l s  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e
o f  S c i e n c e  s u b j e c t s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o  p a y  w e l l  a n d  f e w  w o m e n  a r e  i n
t h e s e  f i e l d s .



M s .  S t e l l a  A l o y o  i s  t h e  s y s t e m
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  a t  B e r o  L o g i s t i c s ,
s h e  s a i d  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  s e c t o r  i s
o n e  o f  t h e  f a s t e s t  g r o w i n g
i n d u s t r i e s  g l o b a l l y ,  b u t
e x p e r i e n c i n g  g e n d e r  s k i l l s  g a p
b e c a u s e  t h e r e  a r e  f e w  w o m e n  i n
t h i s  f i e l d .
S h e  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  I C T  s k i l l s  a r e
r a p i d l y  b e c o m i n g  a  s t r o n g
a d v a n t a g e  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  j u s t
a b o u t  a n y  o t h e r  f i e l d  t h e y  m i g h t
c h o o s e  t o  p u r s u e  s o  t h e r e  i s  n o
w a y  a n y o n e  w i l l  a v o i d  I C T  i n  t h e i r
w o r k  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e m  t o
p u r s u e  I C T .

 
S h e  a l s o  t h a n k e d  G e n d e r  T e c h
I n i t i a t i v e - U g a n d a  f o r  t h e i r
c o m m i t m e n t ,  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  m a k e  a
d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  g i r l s  a n d  t h a n k e d
a l l  t h e  g i r l s  f o r  p l e d g i n g  t o  t a k e
o n  a  c a r e e r  i n  I C T . S h e  p l e d g e d  t o
w o r k  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  G e n d e r  T e c h
I n i t i a t i v e - U g a n d a  t o  b u i l d
a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  t h e  g e n d e r
d i g i t a l  d i v i d e ,  s u p p o r t  t e c h n o l o g y
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s k i l l s  t r a i n i n g ,  a n d
e n c o u r a g e  m o r e  g i r l s  a n d  y o u n g
w o m e n  t o  a c t i v e l y  p u r s u e  c a r e e r s
i n  S T E M .

 



T h e  e v e n t  w e n t  w e l l  w i t h  m o s t  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  u r g i n g
G e n d e r  T e c h  I n i t i a t i v e  t o  h a v e  t h e s e  e v e n t s  o f t e n  o r  v i s i t
t h e i r  s c h o o l s  a n d  s p e a k  t o  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t
T e c h n o l o g y .

S i n c e  t h i s  i s  a n  a n n u a l  e v e n t ,  t h e  G e n d e r  T e c h  I n i t i a t i v e -
U g a n d a  s u g g e s t e d  t o  s t a r t  I C T  c l u b s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l s  t h a t
d o n ’ t  h a v e  a n y  o r  r e v a m p i n g  t h e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  o n e .

P h i l l i p  A y i z i k a ,  t h e  p r o g r a m  m a n a g e r  a t  p o l l i c y  w h o  w a s  a l s o  a t  t h e
e v e n t  e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  g i r l s  t o  s t a y  i n  s c h o o l  a n d  e m b r a c e  t e c h n o l o g y
a s  i t  h a s  v e r y  m a n y  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  e x p l o i t .



M s .  R u t h  A t i m  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  G e n d e r  T e c h  I n i t i a t i v e - U g a n d a
a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f o r  c o m i n g  a n d  t h a n k e d  t h e  D i g i t a l
H u m a n  R i g h t s  L a b  f o r  m a k i n g  t h e  e v e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  a d d i n g  t h a t
w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  b r i d g i n g  t h e  g e n d e r  d i g i t a l  d i v i d e  i s  i m p o r t a n t
w o r k ,  m u c h  a s  t h e  d i g i t a l  i n c l u s i o n  c o m m u n i t y  r e m a i n s  t o  b e
r e s i l i e n t  a n d  a m b i t i o u s  i n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  e m p o w e r  g i r l s  i n  I C T .
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